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to strengthening our community by educating, 
supporting and empowering individuals and 
families, she has helped to shape the many 
programs and services offered to their clients. 
From Head Start, early education, and heating 
and energy assistance to child care, housing, 
financial, employment, and holiday assistance 
as well as elder services, Diane has helped in-
dividuals and families navigate what can be a 
difficult and complex social service delivery 
system. 

Diane’s dedication to community involve-
ment extends far beyond her professional life 
at TEAM. A board member of the Lower 
Naugatuck Valley Boys & Girls Club, Anso-
nia’s Elderly Services Commission and the 
Valley Juvenile Review Board, she also dedi-
cates her personal time to enriching the lives 
of others. Diane is an original board member 
of the Valley United Way, Griffin Hospital and 
BH Care. She was formerly on the Ansonia 
Board of Education, past president of the 
Derby-Shelton Rotary Club, and an active 
member of her church. Diane embodies a spir-
it of community service that we should all 
strive to achieve. 

I would be remiss if I did not extend a spe-
cial note of personal thanks to Diane for the 
assistance and guidance that she has pro-
vided to myself and my staff over the years. 
From providing local data on programs and 
services to helping to organize events, Diane 
has always been only a phone call away. I 
consider myself fortunate to call her a friend 
and cannot thank her enough for the support 
and camaraderie she has shown to me. 

I am honored to stand today to pay tribute 
to Diane Stroman for her invaluable profes-
sional and personal contributions to our com-
munity. Her good work and advocacy has 
helped hundreds of our most vulnerable fami-
lies achieve economic and social stability. 
While her retirement marks the end of an ex-
traordinary career, I have no doubt that Diane 
will continue to find ways in which to engage 
and make a difference in the lives of others. 
I wish her, her children, and grandchildren the 
very best for many more years of health and 
happiness as she begins this new chapter. 
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Mr. PERLMUTTER. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize and applaud Griffin McCon-
nell for receiving the Arvada Wheat Ridge 
Service Ambassadors for Youth award. 

Griffin McConnell is a student at North Ar-
vada Middle School and received this award 
because his determination and hard work 
have allowed him to overcome adversities. 

The dedication demonstrated by Griffin 
McConnell is exemplary of the type of 
achievement that can be attained with hard 
work and perseverance. It is essential stu-
dents at all levels strive to make the most of 
their education and develop a work ethic 
which will guide them for the rest of their lives. 

I extend my deepest congratulations to Grif-
fin McConnell for winning the Arvada Wheat 
Ridge Service Ambassadors for Youth award. 
I have no doubt he will exhibit the same dedi-
cation and character in all of his future 
accomplishments. 

CELEBRATING MRS. KAREN 
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OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, May 16, 2018 

Mr. CARTER of Texas. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to celebrate Mrs. Karen Sheldon for her 
sixteen years of service on the Georgetown, 
TX Chamber of Commerce. Karen’s untiring 
commitment to making Georgetown a great 
place to live and work represents Texas val-
ues at their best. 

After joining the Georgetown Chamber of 
Commerce in 2002 as Administrative Assist-
ant, it was clear that Karen’s hard work and 
dedication to the Chamber were unmatched. 
During her tenure, she served in many roles 
including Director of Development, Vice Presi-
dent, and Executive Vice President before 
being named Chamber President in 2014. Her 
time as President was focused on guiding the 
success and growth of her beloved community 
through advocacy, education, and civic en-
gagement. 

Karen’s work in public service wasn’t con-
fined to the Georgetown Chamber of Com-
merce. She has continuously strived to make 
Georgetown a better city by serving on mul-
tiple boards and volunteering with numerous 
organizations. When she is not working for her 
community, Karen is a loving sister and proud 
mother of two daughters. 

Retirement is meant to be celebrated and 
enjoyed. It is not the end of a career, but the 
beginning of a new adventure. Mrs. Karen 
Sheldon has left big shoes to fill as she has 
gone above and beyond the expected duties 
of a public servant. I thank her for her dedica-
tion to her community and proudly join her 
family, friends, and colleagues in wishing noth-
ing but the best for her richly-deserved retire-
ment. 
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Mr. BERGMAN. Mr. Speaker, it’s my honor 
today to acknowledge the life of a devoted 
community leader and loving father and hus-
band, Mr. Joshua Wunsch, who passed away 
at the age of 69 on April 25, 2018, surrounded 
by his loved ones. 

Josh was born in Traverse City on Novem-
ber 7, 1948, to Ellis and Ann (Donald) 
Wunsch. A third-generation Grand Traverse 
County farmer, Wunsch, along with his wife 
Barb, son Isiah, and daughter Adele raised 
apples, tart cherries, and sweet cherries on 
their family orchard. Wunsch’s passion for the 
trade was evident in his roles with the Michi-
gan Agricultural Commodities Marketing Asso-
ciation (MACMA) and the Michigan Farm Bu-
reau (MFB). He was first elected to the 
MACMA board in 1988, becoming Vice Presi-
dent in 1999. There he worked to promote and 
protect the Michigan apple industry until his 
retirement in 2011. On the MFB board, 
Wunsch was District 9 Director from 1988 to 

2011, served as MFB Vice President from 
2006 to 2009, served on the MACMA Board 
from 1989 to 2011, and served on its Execu-
tive Committee and as Vice President from 
1999 to 2011. 

In 2012, Wunsch received the MACMA 
Apple Division Distinguished Service to Agri-
culture award. In addition to his work with the 
MACMA and MFB, Josh was a board member 
of Shoreline Fruit Inc., Sleeping Bear Co-op, 
Traverse City Cherry, and Cherrco Inc. As a 
leader in his community and industry, Josh 
was well-known for his knowledge, expertise, 
and willingness to mentor others, and his dedi-
cation made him one of the most respected 
growers in Michigan agriculture. When not in 
his orchards, Josh loved to travel, enjoy Michi-
gan’s beautiful outdoors, and spend time with 
his family. 

Mr. Speaker, Joshua Wunsch’s impact on 
Northern Michigan cannot be overstated. His 
family and community can take pride in know-
ing that the state of Michigan is a better place 
thanks to his life’s work. On behalf of Michi-
gan’s First Congressional District, I ask you to 
join me in recognizing an outstanding commu-
nity leader whose contributions will continue to 
bless Michiganders for many years to come. 
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PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. CHERI BUSTOS 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, May 16, 2018 

Mrs. BUSTOS. Mr. Speaker, due to flight 
cancellations and bad weather, I was unable 
to vote on the Legislative Day of May 15, 
2018. Had I been present for these roll call 
votes, I would have cast the following votes: 
Roll Call 181: Yea; Roll Call 182: Yea; and 
Roll Call 183: Yea. 
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RECOGNIZING THE 10TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF FERNCARE FREE CLIN-
IC 

HON. SANDER M. LEVIN 
OF MICHIGAN 
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Wednesday, May 16, 2018 

Mr. LEVIN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to rec-
ognize the 10th Anniversary of FernCare Free 
Clinic. FernCare is a nonprofit free healthcare 
clinic located in the City of Ferndale, MI. The 
clinic specializes in the treatment of individuals 
without healthcare coverage and helps eligi-
ble, uninsured people obtain coverage through 
the Federal Marketplace or through Healthy 
Michigan, a Medicaid plan created thanks to 
the Affordable Care Act. The clinic is open for 
medical services four days each month, and 
provides counseling services twice each 
month. 

In 2008, a group of concerned citizens in 
Ferndale decided to open a free health care 
clinic under the direction of Ann Heler, to 
serve the uninsured members of their commu-
nity. Two years later, FernCare first opened as 
a popup clinic at a local community center, re-
quiring volunteers to set up and tear down the 
operation each day. In 2009, I was honored to 
support FernCare’s successful efforts to obtain 
a grant through the U.S. Department of Health 
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